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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The information disclosure statements filed January 30, 2004; November 30, 
2004; and March 21, 2006 have been received and have been considered and made of 
record. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

(1) On page 7, line 9 and on page 21, line 22, "serve" should be replaced with -- 
servo-. 

(2) On page 18, line 1, "WG2a" should be replaced with -WG1a». 

(3) On page 20, line 16, "negated" should be replaced with -asserted^-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 7-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Re claim 7; this claim conflates the embodiments of Figures 2 and 5 (defining 
Figure 2 as "the first mode" and Figure 5 as "the second mode") and is therefore 
indefinite. Claims 1 and 2, from which claim 7 depends, are drawn specifically to the 
embodiment in Figure 2 to the exclusion of the embodiment in Figure 5. Claim 1 recites 
that the external circuit outputs a second write gate signal and that a write inhibition 
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controller monitors the second write gate signal, limitations that are drawn to the 
embodiment of Figure 2 to the exclusion of the embodiment in Figure 5. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
5. Claims 1 -6 and 1 7-20 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

Re claim 1; the prior art of record, and in particular Applicant's Admitted Prior Art 
(AAPA) and Ogawa et al (JP-2000298934-A), fails to teach or suggest all of the claimed 
limitations in combination, specifically including the limitation that a write inhibition 
controller monitors the second write gate signal input via the second terminal, and 
detects, as a write inhibition state, a state in which writing of data to the disk is dictated 
during a period in which writing of data to the disk should be inhibited. 

Re claim 19; the prior art of record, and in particular Applicant's Admitted Prior 
Art (AAPA) and Ogawa et al (JP-2000298934-A), fails to teach or suggest all of the 
claimed limitations in combination, specifically including the limitations that a write 
inhibition controller monitors the second write gate signal input via the second terminal, 
and detects, as a write inhibition state, a state in which writing of data to the disk is 
dictated during a period in which writing of data to the disk should be inhibited, the write 
inhibition controller outputting the second write gate signal as the fourth write gate 
signal in a normal state without changing a state of the second write gate signal, the 
write inhibition controller negating the second write gate signal and outputting the 
negated second write gate signal as the fourth write gate signal in the write inhibition 
state; and a head amplifier circuit which causes a head to write, to the disk, the write 
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data processed by the signal processing circuit in accordance with the fourth write gate 
signal output through the third terminal of the disk controller. 

Re claim 20; the prior art of record, and in particular Applicant's Admitted Prior 
Art (AAPA) and Ogawa et al (JP-2000298934-A), fails to teach or suggest all of the 
claimed limitations in combination, specifically including the limitations of outputting a 
second write gate signal corresponding to the first write gate signal from the signal 
processing circuit to the disk controller, the second write gate signal reflecting a signal 
delay in the predetermined signal processing; detecting, as a write inhibition state, a 
state in which an instruction to write data to the disk is issued during a period in which 
writing of data to the disk should be inhibited, in accordance with the second write gate 
signal output from the signal processing circuit to the disk controller; and outputting, 
from the disk controller to the head amplifier circuit, the second write gate signal as a 
fourth write gate signal in a normal state, without changing a state of the second write 
gate signal, the fourth write gate signal instructing writing, to the disk, of the write data 
processed by the signal processing circuit; and negating the second write gate signal in 
the write inhibition state, and outputting, from the disk controller to the head amplifier 
circuit, the negated second write gate signal as the fourth write gate signal in the write 
inhibition state. 

Conclusion 

6. The following cited art is not prior art but is being cited since it is pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Sai et al (US 2006/0171053 A1) teach a disk drive in which a disk controller 
outputs to a R/W channel data indicating data length of data to be transferred in order to 
prevent erroneous writing resulting from a mismatch in timing between the disk 
controller and the R/W channel. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dan I. Davidson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7552. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrea L. Wellington can be reached on (571) 272-4483. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Dan I Davidson 
January 8, 2007 
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